
“There remains 
for us only the 

very narrow way, 
often extremely 

difficult to find, of 
living every day 

as though it were 
our last, and yet 
living in faith and 
responsibility as 

though there 

     AWANA is for children age 4 through 6th grade.  AWANA equips local volunteers with Biblical evangelism and 
discipleship solutions so that today's children may become tomorrow’s Christian leaders, in every aspect of society 
and culture.  AWANA offers curriculum that reaches kids and their families with the gospel. Our proven and 
adaptable curriculum will enable your kids to walk with Christ for life.  If you are new to AWANA, meet every Sunday 
night from 5:30 until 7:00.  We begin with the Pledge of Allegiance and together we memorize the church’s memory 
verse for the month.  Then we separate into three groups, Cubbies – preschoolers, Sparks – Kindergarten through 
2nd grade, and T&T (Truth & Training) – 3rd through 6th grade.  Our night is divided into three segments.  1 - Game 
time. Both fun, discipline, and learning.  2 - Small group.  Separated by grade where we recite our verses, have 
discussion of that verse, and have prayer for whatever is on a child’s heart.  3 – Large group.  Everybody together to 
have a devotional time related to the verse we memorized.  We adjourn with recognition of what a child 
accomplished that night, the winning team of game time, and child led prayer, and that prayer is usually awesome.

Our AWANA year begins on August 5th!  That’s right, the week after SHARK WEEK!

     All parents are asked to meet 
at 5:30, on August 5th, in the old 
church sanctuary for a brief 
orientation.  We will discuss rules, 
costs, contact information, and 
what is expected each week in 
preparation for our Sunday night 
meeting.  When those scary and 
troubled times in life show up, like 
SHARK WEEK, we all need the 
faith of a child to see us through 
the depths and get us back on the 
surface to safety.  Come and be a 
part of one the best children’s 
ministries out there.   
             Blessings,  Glen Ashe

     In one of New York City’s boroughs, we meet a wonderful seven-year-old 
girl named Janet who attends a local AWANA club. Janet and her family live in 
the hustle and bustle of the Bronx and it is here, in the midst of the noise and 
busyness that Janet has met Jesus and is learning to follow Him.  “It is good to 
learn about God’s faithfulness and trust,” said Janet as she recalls what she is 
learning in AWANA.  Janet’s identity isn’t found only in her family, who has 
made sure to put their faith first, but from her point of view, the church is 
place where she finds a community of prayer, praise and care. “God gave us a 
church to praise and pray to Him,” says Janet while sitting in her small, urban 
church. “I’ve learned that whenever we pray, God answers.” While God’s 
answers may not always happen the way that we would imagine, even Janet at 
age seven has an assurance that she has a good Heavenly Father who is 
always there and loves us. Simply, Janet knows God is good and she can trust 
Him, a lesson she continues to learn every week through AWANA.

Janet’s Story
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Reaching Up  in Worship.       Reaching Out in Witness.        Reaching Across in Love.



 
Cindy Adkins
Tom Bugg
Steve Crawford
Elfie Cox
Haley & Jarod Dumpe
Alex Gray
Andi Gray
Karen Hunt

FBC Family Prayer List
Kay and Reese Jones
Stephane Jones
Liz Knight
Reba Parker
Joy & Rusty Rowell
Gloria Saxon
Michelle Steinbis

* The Family of Ms. 
Velna Glisson who passed 

away on June 29th.

Sunday
 9:15..........Sunday School for all ages      
 10:30……..Morning Worship
 10:30……. Children's Church
 5:30……….Awana  
 6:00……….Evening Worship

Wednesday  (office closes at 4:00)
5:45…………Youth Bible Study
6:00…………Prayer Time/Bible Study
6:00…………Children's Programs 
6:00…………Handbell Choir Rehearsal
7:00………… Choir Rehearsal  

 G. Al Wright, Jr………………………….Pastor
 Mark Phillips ..……………..Associate Pastor
 Chari Riggs  …..………………….…Secretary
 Jean Williams Barefield……. Music Director
 Kim Boothe………………Children's Director
 Dustin Felcman …Minister Youth & Families
 Amy V. Thomas……… .Praise Team/Pianist        
 Vera Gaines…………………………Custodian
 

vangelism requires an evangelist announcing the evangel so that those who hear the evangel can repent, believe and begin the wonderful 
pilgrimage of being saved to serve God by sharing the evangel with others.  The word “evangel” is a key word in the New Testament.  We 

do not know it by the term “evangel,” we know it by the term “Gospel.”  What the word means whether we 
use “evangel” or “Gospel” is “Good News.”  It is the Good News that the whole world needs to hear.  It is the 
Good News that must be heard, received and believed if people are to receive what we do not deserve to 
receive rather than receiving what we all deserve.  We deserve the wrath of God in all of its fullness.  We 
deserve the judgment of God in all of its justice against our sin.  We deserve hell.  This is bad news for 
every human being.  But God has come into the world in His Son Jesus Christ to overcome for all who 
believe the ruin and ravages that are left by the presence and power of sin.  God requires perfection in 
keeping His law.  Jesus did that for us.  God requires a perfect person to provide a sacrifice of blood to Him 
to turn away His wrath.  Jesus is that sacrifice to God.  God requires a perfect person to offer Himself in 
death as a substitute for those who deserve death and judgment.  Jesus is that substitute for us.  This is 
Good News.  This is the evangel.  This is the Gospel.
     But the Gospel has no power to change any life until it is shared with those who need the Gospel.  It 
must be shared from one person to another.  It must be shared at the lunch tables with friends.  It must be 
shared with classmates as we hang out between classes.  It must be shared in the break room over coffee at 
work. It must be shared in a Sunday School Classroom.  It must be shared from the pulpits of our churches.  
The Gospel, Paul says, is the power of God to produce salvation in all who believe whoever they are and 
wherever they live and work.  But the power of the Gospel is only unleashed in a life when someone who 
loves the Gospel and is seeking to live the Gospel opens his or her mouth and shares the Gospel.  When is 

hristianity is a 
statement which, if 

false, is of no 
importance, and, if 

true, of infinite 
importance. The one 
thing it cannot be is 

moderately 
important.

C

the last time you opened your mouth and shared the Gospel with someone who needed to hear it?   Oh, you invited them to come to 
church; that is a good thing and we should do that.  Oh, you offered to pray for them in the midst of their problems.  That too is helpful, but 
neither of these things and many like them have any power to save sinners.  Only the Gospel of Jesus Christ has the power to save and 
nobody gets saved until they first hear the Gospel and are given the opportunity to respond to the Gospel.  
     God really blessed this church family when we were involved in FAITH Evangelism.  We saw God move in the hearts of people to save 
them.  It is true that we saw people pray to receive Jesus for whom there was no real change in their lives.  They were not saved.  That 
happens.  It always happens.  But we also saw people whose lives were truly changed by the Gospel of Jesus Christ because somebody cared 
enough to tell them the Good News of the Lord Jesus Christ and His love for them.
     Here is my question?  Why do we need a program and a designated time to tell other people what we should be dying to tell them 
anyway?  Sharing the Gospel for a believer should be as natural as breathing.  Our hesitations in sharing the Gospel are not from God.  They 
are from the devil.  He loves it when we enjoy worship, engage in Bible Study, are invigorated by lively discussions about debated theological 
topics; but never open our mouths to evangelize.  If you are reading this and are on your way to heaven it is only because somebody, 
somewhere loved you enough to share the Gospel with you.  When is the last time you showed that kind of love to another person?

853 N Liberty St. 
Waynesboro, GA  

30830 
706-554-5156

Our Great 
Condolences to

~ C. S. Lewis 

                     Marriage Banquet
     We were so blessed this past year with so many couples 
meeting monthly in small groups to study the Book of 
Galatians and to reflect on a nice little book on marriage 
written by Ray Ortlund, Jr.  We took the summer off but are 
about to launch our second year with a banquet on August 11.  
Interested?  If you were in one of these groups last year, we 
want you to join us for the banquet on August 11 at 6:30; if you 
were not involved last year but want to be this year, we want 
you to come to the banquet too.  The cost of the banquet is 
$20 per couple.  Email Chari at chari@fbcwaynesboro.org or 
call the church office to sign up at 706-554-5156.

We are very for all the prayers, 
food, flowers, cards, and visits 
during Kay's illness. We have felt 
very blessed by the outpouring of 
love from the church family.  Pleae 
keep the prayers coming as Kay 
continues with her therapy.

              Reese and Kay Jones

Thankyou!

E

First and Ten 2019     We are turning the corner toward completing the First and Ten year for 2018.  We have spent the year learning how to be 
better students of the Bible.  We have spent each month looking at different texts and trying to understand how better to get at their meaning both in their 
original contexts and for us in our time.  We have been reading some really good books that have helped us in this effort.  
So, what about next year?  We are going to do a year on “hot topics.”  We will do a Bible Study and we will be growing together as prayer/accountability 
partners but we will read books on some of the hot topics:  can I be a Christian and still believe in evolution?  What does the Bible really teach about 
homosexuality?  Why is evangelism necessary for every believer?  What was God really doing through Jesus at the cross and through the resurrection?  And 
more.  If you have an interest is this ministry for men, please email me at al@fbcwaynesboro.org for more information.  
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Thank you to everyone who helped out with 
donations and a bit of sweat equity to make 
our mission fund yard sale a HUGE success!              
                      Love, David and Lorretta

August 5          Steve Southard and Glen Ashe
August 12  Tommy Banks and Rusty Rowell
August 19          Jesse Palmer and Mardy Clark
August 26  Kelly Rodgers and Jason Brown

Ushers

Greeters: 

Kim and Dennis Woods

Richard Bailey – Captain
Jeff Palmer
Ashley Hammett
Dan Wiggins

Mardy Clark
Ken McClellan
Jeremy Murray

Prayer Room

Offertory Prayer

F I R S T  F A M I L Y  E D I T I O N  

 Church Finances at a Glance  
Budget Required                             $   67,646.00
Actual Tithes          $   53,621.00
Budget Expenses                $   64,114.00
Actual Expenses       $   69,946.00
Mission Balance  (to date )                    $   35,263.00
Build the Future Loan Balance                       $ -523,331.00
                          

August 5 John Partridge
August 12 Kevin Boothe
August 19 Mardy Clark
August 26 James Coble

THE

Mark
On It’s hard to believe how fast the summer has gone 

by and that we as a church family are on the cusp 
of a new church season. It seems like only 
yesterday that we had summer VBS, our AWANA 

awards ceremony and not long 
before that our Upward basketball 
program. And here we are in August 
about to start our fall bible studies, 
AWANA, hand bells, choir, a new 
Sunday school curriculum and begin 
preparing for Upward all over again. 
If you’re anything like me you can 
get easily bored with doing the same 
thing over and over again and lose 
sight of why it is that we do what 
we do. I have to remind myself that 
many of the programs we do as a 
church are tried and tested and have 
been used by God to impact lives for 
the gospel and challenge us as 
believers to greater things.

 life devoted unto God, 
looking wholly unto 

August Service Teams

Welcome Center 
Amber and Brian Saxon

Schylea and Paul Williams

As I was writing this I had to do some soul-searching and ask myself why 
do we do these church activities. Is it to simply tick off a box on a church 
checklist? Perhaps some of you reading this feel obligated to participate. 
Others of you enjoy the fellowship and like being with people while others 
really do believe these programs are the mission of the church.  Let me 
challenge you to consider that the reason we do anything inside the four 
walls of our church is to not just celebrate what we have in common 
through Christ but to reach out to others in witness. 1 Peter 2:9 calls us to 
declare the praises of him who called us out of darkness into his wonderful 
light. Peter wrote this letter from Rome during the reign of Nero who 
persecuted the Christian church and in his letter Peter is calling believers to 
persevere and remain hopeful holding fast to God’s salvation promises. For 
us today that means our church programs and activities should never be an 
end unto themselves but should be a catalyst for declaring the glorious 
riches we have through Christ Jesus.

As Gods chosen people we proclaim his excellencies by talking about the 
goodness of God or those things which give us cause to praise Him. We do 
this because God called us out of darkness which symbolizes sin and 
misery, representing our condition before our conversion. But thankfully 
we were not left in darkness but have been called into his marvelous light. 
Light is the emblem of the opposite of darkness and is a beautiful 
representation of the state of those who are brought to the knowledge of 
the gospel.

How do we declare this marvelous light? We do it through our worship 
and through the proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ. That means all 
of our church programs should be gospel-centric for by doing so we are 
being obedient to scripture and doing what Peter called believers to do 
which is to declare the light of the gospel to people who live in darkness. 
What could be more God-honoring and God-glorifying than that? As we 
start the new church activities be praying about how God can use you 
whether serving in music, with children’s ministry or in Sunday school to 
declare the wonderful, incredible and extraordinary saving grace of the 
gospel to those who need to hear it. 

A
Him in all our actions, 

and doing all things 
suitably to His glory, is so 
far from being dull, and 
uncomfortable, that it 

creates new comforts in 
everything that we do.

~ William Law

August 17-18
Mabel White Baptist Church
Macon, Georgia

     GoGeorgia is a one stop, two day, everything you need to know practicum on 
every ministry in the local church.  How do we organize our Sunday School for 
children so that we can make sure we are having maximum Biblical impact?  
What does a really effective Mens/Womens ministry look like?  How do we 
actively and properly integrate WMU and Women’s Ministry as one ministry, or 
if they are separated; how can they best work together?  How do we engage 
most effectively in a Gospel-Centered Music Ministry?  What does the church 
look like really when it is safe space with proper security?  And a lot more.  
     This is now the third year for GoGeorgia.  I have been to both the other 
events.  I want you to go if you are leading any of our ministries or serving on 
our ministry teams.  It is Friday night and Saturday until about 3 in Macon. The 
featured speakers this year are three of the best and most Gospel-loving men I 
know:. Alvin Reid who is Professor of Evangelism at Southeastern Seminary, Mel 
Blackaby is the pastor of FBC Jonesboro, and James Emery White one of the 
most gifted apologists in our country.   Register soon.  We are going to book a 
few rooms near the church for those who would like to go. If you have 
questions.Email al@fbcwaynesboro.org 

On Sunday, August 19 at 6:00 p.m., we will have a 
commissioning service for Brian and Cristin 
Stephens and their family during our evening 
service. Please make plans to join us as we send 
this wonderful family off to training and Ecuador.

page 3August 2018



F I R S T  F A M I L Y  E D I T I O N  page 4

Help for Home “First Things, First”
Our culture has seen a rise in the number of young people, raised 
in the church, who are walking away from the Christian faith in the 
years immediately following high school. I’m convinced, that often 
when this happens the young person never really understood the 
gospel in the first place. The faith these young people are rejecting 
is a shallow representation of the true gospel and is unconnected 
to the real world they live in and struggle through.
     When asked what the gospel is the average teen raised in 
church may reply with various Bible phrases that don’t really 
communicate the core fundamentals of how a person can stand 
right before God. I’m not expecting a 17th century reformed creed 
here, I’m talking about merely being able to provide a couple 
sentences outlining the most basic fundamentals of what it means 
to be a Christian.
     Why is this crisis happening? Could it be, that when it comes to 
church, we expect too little of teenagers and treat them too much 
like children. On average, the way churches go about doing youth 
ministry looks a lot like a glorified VBS, with highly emotional music, 
snacks, and games, and a little “Bible-nugget” somewhere in the 
middle.
     Let’s get some perspective here. Alexander the Great began his 
military conquests at 18. Augustus Caesar became a Roman senator 
at 20. Mary Shelley wrote Frankenstein at age 20. Galusha 
Pennypacker made Brigadier-General in the U.S. Army at 22. John 
Quincy Adams served as General Secretary and French Translator 
to the U.S. Foreign Minister to Russia at 14 years old. Yes, these 
might represent extraordinary examples, but they should teach us 
to expect more out of teens than we often do.
     Sadly, we often do expect a lot from our teens but not in their 
spiritual walk. We expect them to make good grades in school and 
excel on the sports field, but when it comes to church, it’s in the 
background. Where are our priorities? We shouldn’t be surprised if 
we have focused our energy in cultivating the most well-rounded, 
highly educated American youths ready to face the world of 
business and industry, who turn out to know very little about God 
and how to be right with Him.
     This is one of the reasons why we approach youth ministry in 
this church the way we do. We don’t provide a quick 10 minute 
“devo” tacked onto the end of a night of games and snacks. We dig 
into the scripture, verse by verse, book by book, and make 
applications to real life along the way. Each student leaves with 
questions to reflect on which we will discuss at our mid-week 
meeting. These questions are then emailed to parents so that you 
can walk through these with your teens. We must continually speak 
to and challenge our teens to putting the same effort they would 
into algebra, baseball, and piano, into learning God’s revealed word. 
Learning God’s word must not be the background noise to a life of 
popularity and success. Do we believe this?     Dustin Felcman

Bible Play School News

Bible Play School enjoyed a spectacular summer!  
We had 47 children and preschoolers joining us as 
we learned about Jesus's birth and childhood.  We 
had lots of fun each Thursday with special activities, 
but our favorites were Bubble Day, our visit with the 
Ice Cream Man and Water Day!   Thank you for 
praying for our ministry at Bible Play School.  We 
can't wait for the new school year to begin.

Looking for an opportunity to serve on Sunday mornings that 
impacts the future?  “Preschool & Children” is the answer!

Sunday School teachers and assistants are needed beginning in September. 
Choose from:
     *Running the nursery check-in computer.
     *5th Sunday crib nursery helper (hint:  there are only a handful in a year.) 
     *Teach the 4 & 5 year old class.
     *Be an assistant to the 1st Grade teacher.

Children’s Church & Nursery Helpers are also needed during Worship.  
Contact Kim (706)551-3955 or kim@fbcwaynesboro.org for more info!

 
The last night of children & preschool summer programs is August 1.  
AWANA, (age 3 – Grade 6), resumes on  August 5, 5:30-7:00 p.m.
Mission Friends (ages 3-Kindergarten), GA’s (girls Grades 1-6), & GMUD 
(boys Grades 1-6) begins Wednesday, August 8.
 
Sunday School Move-Up, August 5! Preschool, Children, & Youth Sunday 
school classes will move up to the next class/grade a month early!   
Children’s Church resumes on August 5 for children ages 4- Grade 1.  

Join us for Kickoff and Planning of First Baptist Waynesboro’s College & Career Group!
Ages: Post High school - 26 years old
When: Saturday August 4 @ 5:00pm, at Mardy and Rachelle Clark’s 
           104 Walnut Branch Court, Waynesboro 
Cookout, Pool, Volleyball, Corn Hole etc. 
RSVP 706-830-5049 (Rachelle) Call or Text              
Facebook (Rachelle Rowe Clark) or Snapchat (rachroweclark)
Email  CSRATherapy@comcast.net

Hope to see you 
there so we can 
plan an exciting 

year!!!!!!

2018-2019 School Year
Open House: Thursday, August 30th from 6 to 7pm.  

School begins Tuesday, September 4th

Congratulations to Ben and 
Lindsey Adkins as they 
welcome their newly adopted 
son Paxton to the family!
We look forward to meeting 
him soon!

Congratulations to Jonathan and 
Brandi Wright who welcomed 7lb, 
11oz baby boy Bentley Wyatt 
Wright born on June 28 !. 

August 2018



The Summer I Wanted, more like, 
The Summer I Needed

I knew that this summer was meant for me to stay 
away from classes and focus on life not only 

physically but spiritually as well. I started off this summer 
thinking I was going to be off living in Virginia interning with 
Mike Godfrey at his church but however God had a completely 
different idea in mind. I ended up interning here at FBC 
Waynesboro helping out where I was needed. I learned a lot 
from watching the church each and every day from Mrs. 
Elizabeth Collins maintaining grounds, Ms. Vera Gaines 
making sure the building was in tip top shape, and (although I 
know he doesn’t want the recognition) JR Riggs show up here 
most days just ready to serve, as I did this summer, anywhere 
he was needed. To see that and also know that in the office our 
pastors were hard into the bible as anyone could be just so 
they would be sure that their messages preached the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ let me know each and every one of the people 
here love each and every person they come into contact with 
on a daily basis. Then to make things even more of a blessing I 
was involved with multiple activities that the church was able to 
provide from going to Centri-Kid and be a leader for our group, 
then participating in VBS here helping out with REC and finally 
be able to go to West Virginia (see I sorta ended up there 
anyway) and lead a VBS class for 7th- 12th Grade boys and 
get to know them. This has been a wild and unexpected 
summer for sure. I think it was important to lay all that out there 
to be able to explain what I learned from this summer and hope 
to apply to my life as I return to Athens, Ga. That lesson is to 
live out your life for Christ with discipline and the upmost 
respect and love for God. Ephesians 5:1-2 says “’Therefore be 
imitators of God, as beloved children.’ And walk in love as 
Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering 
and sacrifice to God.” Live life for Christ while dying to self for 
others showing them love as Jesus showed us love by giving 
his own life as the ultimate sacrifice allowing us the opportunity 
to be with Him for all eternity.   Thanks for everything!

Myers Clark

Center For New Beginnings
A T-shirt has been designed in an effort to support 
the Waynesboro Care Pregnancy Center.  All profits 
will go to the center in support of their ministry to 
women in crisis. Cost is $20/$22 (2X and above).

The Waynesboro Care Pregnancy Center serves 
women in crisis pregnancies with counseling, 
pregnancy tests, sonograms, and parenting classes. 
They work to reach more people with the Christian 
message of life.  If you would like to support this 
ministry, order forms can be found in the fellowship 
hall. Please see Nikki Lever with any questions.

Fostering HopeWaynesboro Care Pregnancy Center
Located near the “Old Sanctuary”, our 
Fostering Hope closet help provide for 
the immediate needs of area foster 
parents/children, particularly in those 
first days and weeks of placement. 
We have car seats, strollers, and 
toddler beds for loan. Most foster kids 
come with little to no clothing so 
clothing is also distributed whenever 
possible.
We are ALWAYS in need of gently 
used clothing donations.
Diapers and wipes and extra 
toothbrushes are always good to have 
on hand. During this time of year, 
book bags and school supplies would 
be great too. If you have any 
questions contact Meloney Brown.

Women on Mission will have their first meeting on Monday, August 6th, in the 
church fellowship hall at 6:00 p.m.  A nursery will be provided, but you must 
call the church office by Friday, August 3, at 12:00 noon to let us know.  Please 
join us for our first meeting of this church year.  We will be making plans for our 
missions activities throughout the year and want your input.  Please call Anne 
Wright at 706-551-1095 if you have any questions.

Our church will be participating once again in the Appalachian Mountain 
Ministry headed by Bill Barker.  Georgia Baptists are encouraged to fill 
backpacks for children in Appalachia and southwest Georgia.  The goal for 
Georgia Baptists this year is 40,000.  Backpacks will be available on Sunday, 
August 12th in the Welcome Center and the fellowship hall along with an 
updated flyer with the new details of what should go in each backpack.  We will 
collect backpacks through October.  Our 
deadline is October 28th.  Please drop 
off your backpacks in the fellowship hall 
or the church office.  You can call Anne 
Wright at 706-551-1095 if you have any 
questions.

Designed to introduce a comprehensive range of 
apologetic arguments and strategies, 
Foundations of Apologetics features lectures by 
RZIM's team of apologists on a variety of topics.. 
in order to not only foster knowledge but also 
cultivate the skills to communicate that 
knowledge in a way that is winsome and 
effective. Contact dl@stembridge.us for info

Begins 6 p.m. on Wednesday, September 5,  at FBC
 Facilitated by David and Lorretta Stembridge

Anne Wright will be facilitating the Bible Study 
Steadfast Love by Lauren Chandler at her home 
beginning Tuesday, September 4th at 5:30 p.m.  The 
Study has seven video sessions and is a study of Psalm 
107.  Lauren Chandler will challenge participants to 
face each season of their lives with courage and trust 
in Jesus.  She will also help us see how tests in our 
journeys of faith reveal the true condition of our 
hearts.  Sign up sheets will be located in the Welcome 
Center and in the fellowship hall.  You may also call 
the church office at 706-554-5156 and give your name 
to Chari.  Please refer any questions you may have to 
Anne Wright at 706-551-1095.
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You are not called to get to heaven, to do good, or to be good—
you are called to belong to 

Jesus Christ. The doing good, the being good, and the getting to heaven, are the by-products 
of that belonging. The center of conversion is the belonging of a person to a Person.
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And he who was seated on the throne said, "Behold, I am 
making all things new."  Also he said, "W

rite this down, 
for these words are trustworthy and true."

Revelation 21:5  
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