FIRSTof FAMILY EDITION
First Baptist Church Waynesboro
Febr uar y 2019
Please Join Us for…..

Hearts for Missions
Fundraiser for FBC Summer
Mission Teams

Sunday, February 10th
6pm
Fellowship Hall
Musical selections by FBC church
members
Finger foods will be provided
How can we love a holy God? The simplest answer I can give to this vital question is that we can’t. Loving a holy God is beyond our moral
power. The only kind of God we can love by our sinful nature is an unholy god, an idol made by our own hands. Unless we are born of the
Spirit of God, unless God sheds his holy love into our hearts, unless He stoops in His grace to change our hearts, we will not love Him. He is
the One who takes the initiative to restore our souls. Without Him we can do nothing of righteousness. Without Him we would be doomed to
everlasting alienation from His holiness. We can only love Him because He first loved us.
- RC Sproul

Please call the church
office if you would like a
ticket to this event; there
are only a few tickets
remaining.
There are a few
scholarships available.
If you would like to ride the
church van or bus, please
call Chari at the church
office by noon on Friday,
2-15.

f b c w a y n e s b o r o . o r g

Reaching Up in Worship.

Reaching Out in Witness.

Reaching Across in Love.
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et me get in the car or van with you to make our way to the place where the church meets on Sunday morning. Are
we all here and dressed (mostly)? Are we ready for the drive to church, in quiet please; so we can be prepared

to enter the building as if we have that peaceful, easy feeling. We are here now. Just pulled in and parked.
Now, what happens? We exit the vehicle to walk, run or skip toward the building and just inside the door, to
From Our
scatter as in many directions as there are adults and children in the vehicle. So, what is wrong with that picture?
Pastor
Well, one answer to that question I, nothing at all. Give thanks and praise to God that we had a house to shelter
us last night, a good bed to sleep in, food to eat upon waking, a vehicle to make the drive and a nice facility to accommodate
the needs of our family at various ages and stages of life. It is just the way we do what we do as a church in America in the
twenty-first century. But can I ask you to think with me or to begin to think with me first about how long this has been the way
we have done “church” and whether there might be some ways that we can build on what we do and do it better so as to
reach whole families all at one time?
I became a Christ follower when I was sixteen years old. The church that I attended which was the largest church in our
little town had no full time staff member except the pastor. The music guy was part-time and he was the only other staff
member. I started going to Sunday School every Sunday morning followed by worship and on Sunday evenings I went to
Baptist Training Union followed by the Evening Worship. A few of us would gather after Sunday evening worship to reflect on
what we had learned during the day and to pray for our week at school. It was hard even then in 1969 being a true believer in
the local high school. I went back to church every Wednesday night to meet with the Adults for prayer and Bible Study. They
loved having me with them; I loved being there. What mattered to me as a believer was not what was happening but that I
was with fellow believers doing what I was learning believers did when we gather as a church at the place where we meet.
Would you agree with me that one of the real needs in our day is that so many of us in our families spend so much time
during the week going in so many different directions that we have little time together as a family? How many times just this
week has everyone living under your roof sat down together for a meal, a time of prayer and a time of conversation? What if
we were to learn again how important such moments are and how they should be routine and not rare? What if we were to
begin as a church family to look closely at ways we can structure who we are and what we do so as to maintain age-group
ministries while at the same time providing more time and space for families to learn how to be a family that is fully focused on
following Jesus as Lord? Could it be that some of our children and students struggle to focus on learning how to be faithful in
following Jesus when they are being taught that at church because they see so little of that focus at home?
Get back in your car now. Is everybody here? Sit quietly. Lets think and pray together about what it means really to be
the church and to do what the church is called to do in a way that helps your family where you live be a real family with a full
and foundational focus on what it truly means to follow Jesus as Lord. Thanks for letting me ride along with you today.

Christians are like the several flowers in a garden that have upon each of them the dew of Heaven, which,
being shaken with the wind, they let fall at each other’s roots, whereby they are jointly nourished, and
become nourishers of one another.
-John Bunyan
First and Ten
So you intended to sign-up for First and Ten, but you
just forgot? Well, I have good news for you. We
have eleven guys signed up but there is still room for
you if you want in. Email me at
al@fbcwaynesboro.org to get in. I will tell you how to
get your first book. Our first meeting is February 7 at
6:15 at my house.

853 N Liberty St.
Waynesboro, GA
30830
706-554-5156

G. Al Wright, Jr………………………….Pastor
Mark Phillips ..……………..Associate Pastor
Chari Riggs …..………………….…Secretary
Jean Williams Barefield……. Music Director
Dustin Felcman …Minister Youth & Families
Rebeckah Felcman……Children's Director
Amy V. Thomas……… .Praise Team/Pianist
Vera Gaines…………………………Custodian

On behalf of my family and
I, thank you so much for
the prayers and calls during
my recent illness.
Joanne Richardson

Sunday
9:15..........Sunday School for all ages
10:30……..Morning Worship
10:30……. Children's Church
5:30……….Awana
6:00……….Evening Worship

Wednesday (office closes at 4:00)
5:45…………Youth Bible Study
6:00…………Prayer Time/Bible Study
6:00…………Children's Programs
6:00…………Handbell Choir Rehearsal
7:00………… Choir Rehearsal

FBC Family Prayer List

Cindy Adkins
Sandy Baulos
Steve Crawford
Elfie Cox
Haley & Jarod Dumpe
Alex Gray
Andi Gray
Karen Hunt

Kaye and Reese Jones
Stephane Jones
Liz Knight
Jimmy Miller
Reba Parker
Joy & Rusty Rowell
Gloria Saxon
Michelle Steinbis
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One of the many things I love about
The Gospel Project that we are using
THE
in our adult, youth and children’s
Sunday School is the missional
application at the end of each lesson.
The writers of the curriculum have rightly understood that
the Bible is God’s plan of redemption and everything in
scripture, all the incredible bible stories we look at each
week in Sunday School point to Jesus, the promised
Messiah who would save his people from their sins. From
the opening pages of Genesis culminating with the book of
Revelation you see God’s grand narrative, his wonderful
plan of redemption unfolding before our very lives. Stories
like that of Abraham a sojourner who was asked to trust
God and leave everything he knew behind to Jacob the
deceiver who would later be called Israel because he
wrestled with God. Consider Moses a murderer, fugitive,
shepherd turned leader of God’s people on one of the
greatest journeys of all time. Then there is David; musician,
fugitive, adulterer, king, a man after Gods own heart. If you
ever think God can’t use you consider Paul persecutor of
the church turned the greatest missionary of all time. You
see, the Bible is not some disjointed, fictional narrative
about make-believe people written for us to read and enjoy
like some romance or detective novel. The Bible is about
ordinary people, people like you and me given to us through
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit to guide, lead, instruct,
challenge and ultimately point us to the task we have been
given as believers to ‘make disciples’.

Mark

Believer, if you feel ill-equipped to do what God has called
you to do welcome to the club. None of us is equipped and
able to do anything apart from the grace of God in our lives
through the power of the Holy Spirit that indwells us. God
does not expect perfection because he knows we are
incapable of that in our sinful mortal bodies. But what he
does command and expect is obedience. God will use you
to ‘make disciples’ no matter where you are at in your own
journey of faith but it begins with being obedient to what he
has called you and me to do. And once you step out in faith
and are obedient to what God has called all of us to do
fasten your seatbelts and get ready for the ride of lifetime.
And even when we are faithless he remains faithful because
he cannot deny himself (2 Timothy 2:13). For he who calls
you is faithful; he will surely do it (1 Thessalonians 5:24).
Now go into all the world and make disciples.
Have you noticed how much praying for revival has been
going on of late—and how little revival has resulted? ...
I believe the problem is that we have been trying to
substitute praying for obeying, and it simply will not work...
To pray for revival while ignoring or actually flouting the
plain precept laid down in Scripture is to waste a lot of
words and get nothing for our trouble...
Prayer will become effective when we stop using it as a
substitute for obedience.
-AW Tozer
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February Service Teams
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.

3
10
17
24

Prayer Room
Tommy Banks and Rusty Rowell
Joey Phillips and Gene Cockerham
Jesse Palmer and Mardy Clark
Kelly Rodgers and Jason Brown
Ashley Hammett
Ken McClellan
Jeremy Murray
Jeﬀ Palmer
Dan Wiggins

Ushers
Captain – Richard Bailey
Co-Captain – Gregory Coursey, Jr
Jimmy Clark
Mardy Clark
Offertory Prayer
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.

3
10
17
24

Kelly Rodgers
Brian Saxon
JR Riggs
Paul Williams

Greeters:
Amy and Robert Grubb
Welcome Center
Brenda and Boyce Thompson
Kim and Kevin Boothe

Church Finances at a Glance
Budget Required
Actual Tithes
Budget Expenses
Actual Expenses
Mission Balance (to date )
Build the Future Loan Balance

$
$
$
$
$
$

808,346
841,944
233,640
208,173
32,493
-347,783

I am looking for a Christian woman or man 21 years
or older to partner with me providing Chapel
services for the students @ Lighthouse Care Center
in Augusta. We start around 9:00 a.m. and finish
around 10 in order to be back at FBC Waynesboro
for church service. If you are interested in this vital
Gospel ministry, and would like to know more-please
text Connie Solomon at 706-554-7484 and I will
gladly answer your questions.
Spring Gathering 2019
Georgia Baptist Women

Unshakable Pursuit

Chasing the God Who Chases Us
April 27th 8-3:30pm
Macon, GA
Early bird rate through March 8
Register at gabaptist.org
Scholarships are available;
call Chari at the church office
Contact Anne Wright for more information
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The Mission of the
Church

Business owners and managers are familiar with the need to
evaluate the operations of the business to make sure that the
time and money it is using is not being wasted on something
that does not serve the overall purpose of the business. Most
businesses have a vision or mission statement that defines
clearly what the purpose of the business is. The church of
Jesus Christ is no different. We have a mission statement,
something that guides what we are supposed to be doing as
the church of Jesus Christ, and it is this mission statement that
we are to use in our evaluations of all that we do. Jesus spoke
these words to his disciples before he ascended to heaven,
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to
me. Go therefore and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all
that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you
always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20)

All authority in heaven and on earth rests in our risen Lord
Jesus. It doesn’t matter if we are in Waynesboro, Georgia or
Shanghai, China, Jesus reigns supreme over all people and all
nations. We are commissioned to take the message of the
gospel to all people everywhere by Christ’s authority and
teach them to obey all his commands. This is the mission of
the church as a whole and the ultimate mission of FBC
Waynesboro. All that we do is to be a fulfillment of that
singular charge.
Now, you might find yourself wondering how the regular
activities we take part in at FBC have to do with taking the
gospel to the nations? What does preaching the Bible have to
do with this mission? What does Awana, Youth, Men’s, and
Women’s ministries have to do with reaching the nations?
That is where these words from our commission have their
place, “teaching them to obey all I have commanded you”.
The greatest missionaries are the people who have acquired a
deep knowledge of the Bible and a mighty passion for the
glory of God in the world. The regular preaching and teaching
of the Word of God is the seed-bed that creates missionaries
that cross cultural lines and make believers out of those who
have never heard.
There are many churches that keep busy doing many good
things, but being busy with good things is not our mission. In
your own personal evaluation of the activities of our church
remember to keep this double-edged emphasis in mind. We
are either reaching or teaching, and both of these are so
intimately related that you cannot have one without the other.
If we want to see robust missionaries going from our church
to the nations, we must make robust disciples who love God’s
word, know God’s word, and obey God’s word.
Dustin

BPS News
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This month, we will host our annual Heart for Missions on February 10th. This is a
fun and unique event which raises monies for the members of FBC who want to
participate in any of our 2019 mission trips. All disciples of Jesus have been given
the commission to make disciples to the ends of the earth. But sometimes this
command can feel very disconnected from our day to day life or it can feel like it’s
something that we do occasionally when we take a special trip. I often ask myself
how I can be involved in the great commission from where I live and in the current life
stage I find myself.
There is always giving. We should all give sacrificially of our resources in order that
the gospel might be advanced. A portion of our budget at FBC goes to advance
missions globally and we even have special times of the year and special events (like
Heart for Missions) where we focus on giving to missions. But is there a way that we
can daily advance the gospel to the ends of the earth other than giving?
I think the answer is yes and I want to focus on one specific way we do this; faithful
parenting. Our children, both the children in our homes, and the ones under our
influence, are the means by which the gospel will be taken to the next generation.
Not only that, but for many of us, the children in our homes are the “lost” that we
interact with most frequently. In my home I have two (soon to be three) precious
littles souls who desperately need to be transformed by the power of God so they are
able to love what is good and hate what is evil. I long for the day my boys are able to
obey from a heart that desires to honor and love God instead of a heart that wants to
avoid discipline. I want my parenting of them to point them to their need for God to
change their hearts and I want to model that for them. When my boys look at me do
they see someone who needs God’s grace to live every moment or do they see a
mom who is self-sufficient and self-righteous and whose joy in life is dependent on
her circumstances?
In her book Missional Motherhood, Gloria Furman lays out God’s plan for
motherhood as part of His greater plan to draw people to himself – no matter if you
are a traditional mom or a spiritual mom. For those whom you nurture, you, not the
church, are the front lines of their discipleship training. The churches role is one of
partnership with you and equipping you for the task God has given you. But in God’s
good design it has always been the parents who are the primary disciplers of their
children. Discipleship is not something that takes place in a set number of hours on a
particular day at a certain time. It’s something that happens as you “sit in your house,
and when you walk by the way, when you lie down and when you rise
up.” (Deuteronomy 6:7) The reality is that discipleship is something that is “caught”
much more than it is taught. As your children watch you, you are turning them into
disciples of something. The real question is what? A disciple of Jesus or of the
culture and its endless pursuit of success? As Timothy Paul Jones says:
“But children are far more than a gift for this life. They are bearers of the gospel to
generations yet unborn. In God’s good design, your children and mine will raise
children who will in turn beget more children. How we mold our children’s souls while
they reside in our households will shape the lives of children who have yet to draw
their first gasp of air. (Ps. 76:6-7) Your children and mine are also eternal beings
whose days will long outlast the rise and fall of all the kingdoms of the earth. They
and their children’s children will flit every so briefly across the face of this earth
before being swept into eternity. (James 4:14). If our children become our brothers
and sisters in Christ, their days upon this earth are preparatory for glory that will
never end. That’s why our primary purpose for those children must not be anything
as small and miserable as success. Our purpose should be to leverage our children’s
lives to advance God’s kingdom so that every tribe, every nation and every people
group gains the opportunity to respond in faith to the rightful King of Kings.”
Rebekah

Our Bible Play School
students collected 220 pairs
of mittens that decorated
our Mitten Tree during the
holiday season. The mittens
have been distibuted to
children and adults in our
community.
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Brenda Thompson

Sunday
Memory Verse

3
Youth Meeting
5:30pm
Fellowship
Hall

10
Hearts for
Missions
Fundraiser 6

17

24

25

Monday

Crafts at
Brentwood
10:30

18

11

WOM @ 6 p.m.

4

Tuesday

26

Upward Practice
6:30

Deacon’s Meeting
6:30pm

19

Elder’s Meeting
6pm

12

Upward Practice
6:30

5

Wednesday

-George Joh n Blewett

Friday

2

Saturday

February 2019
Thursday
1

Deadline to call
church oﬃce
Upward Games
for childcare
9am
for WOM
meeting

9

16

8

15

6

14

23

Upward Games
9am

13

22
Newsletter DEADLINE

Upward Practice
6:30

28

I have had more trouble
with myself than with any
other man I have ever met.
-Dwight Lyman Moody

Last Upward
Games
9am

21

27

Brown Bag

20

Upward Practice
6:30

First and Ten
6:15pm
Al Wright’s Home

7

“ The last and highest result of prayer is not the securing of this or that gift, the avoiding of
this or that danger. The last and highest result of prayer is the knowledge of God—the
knowledge which is eternal life—and by that knowledge, the transformation of human
character and of the world.”
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Paul Shivers, Jr.
Doug Springer
Gail Voyles
Jim Johnson
Dan Wiggins
Evan Mooneyham
Shelley Griffin
Don Veldboom
Asher Hammett
Michelle Steinbis
Harrison McClellan
Wanda Saxon
Jessi Veldboom
Lily Hammett
Doug Dojan
Carole Reeves
Byron Brown, Jr.
Elijah Coble
Ian Stembridge
Jacob Boothe
Albert Holland
Will Edenfield
Wanda Chance
Sydney Coble
Marie Grogan
Ben Roberts
Rosemary Kuneman
Eric Eberly
Jeremy Murray
Liz Knight
Elizabeth Collins
Rusty Rowell
Edward Coble
Hilda Phillips
Julie Gandy
Luke Springer
26
28

