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Reaching Up in Worship.

Reaching Out in Witness.

Reaching Across in Love.
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I am sitting at my desk in my study at home and just to my left is a very special table. It serves as
a place for me to keep my stack of books that I am reading through at any given time. It was made for
me and Anne as a checkerboard table. It has my name carved on one side on the checkerboard and her
name carved on the other end. It has little drawers on each side for the checkers. I use it as a book
collection table place right beside the sofa in my study. It was made by a much loved older man in our
church family who is now in heaven. When I sit at my desk in my office and look either straight ahead From Our
Pastor
or to my right I see first some bookends and then a little device for holding pens and other items that
were made for me by a much loved older man in our church family who is now in heaven. My life at
home and in my office at church is filled with items that were handcrafted for me by men and women
who loved Jesus and loved this church. They served as a part of this family as long as they could.
I wander over to my bookshelves both in my study at home and at church and can select a rich variety of books
that were bought for me and given to me by older men and women in this church. I handle them with great care. I
recall the impact that those men and women have had on my life every time I handle those books. Memories come
rushing in. Experiences with them are relived. Things they said to me are recalled. Truth they taught me is
remembered with great gratitude to God.
Our whole culture including the church has become increasingly youth and child centered. I have heard
throughout my entire pastoral ministry that we must be sure to provide what is needed for the children and the “young
people” because that is the next generation of the church. We must give them what they need now so that they can
lead well in the next generation. I often wonder how well we have succeeded in that enterprise. It may be that we
have succeeded so well that we have not really prepared them for leadership at all but for leisureship, a life that
continually revolves around what we need and want in order to be happy, expecting even as adults that others exist for
us to give us what we need and want so that we can feel good about ourselves. A recent book written by two very
secular men called The Coddlling of the American Mind argues that our age has been very successful in three areas that
have left many of our students totally unprepared for any kind of real struggles in the real world. We have first worked
overtime to keep them safe and secure, provided for and so protected that many do not know or understand what real
risk really is. Secondly, we have taught them to live and decide based on what feels good and right to them and third
to know that all who disagree and dislike us are enemies to be shunned if not hated rather than to be heard as if they
may have something to teach us that we may need to learn.
Our generation needs knowledge and wisdom. We need to lean in close and listen to older adults. So many of
them in my life have taught me about patience and persistence in the face of problems and pain. They keep fighting.
They keep hoping. They keep going. They do not quit. We need to learn what that looks like and where it comes
from. They have taught me about the value of knowing what is eternal in the face of what is temporal. I have watched
many older adults face the death of loved ones and grieve the loss but find a way to see death as a part of the fabric of
life, and press on. I watch them. I learn from them. And they have taught me about the value of love and laughter in
the midst of the inevitable diminishing of physical strength and mental agility as we age. I am convinced that there
comes a time in our advancing years that we either spend our time weeping over what we cannot do anymore or we
just laugh at this reality and many more that come with it and rejoice in the goodness of God. In other words, there
comes a time when outward appearance for the sake of the public perception does not matter like it once did. It never
really does. But we have to get older to see that , to know that and to enjoy it. We have to get older just to be
ourselves. That is what I love most about older adults and even about getting older myself. So, many through the
years have taught me so much. Nothing could be greater in our church family than some of our students getting to
know at the level of sitting and listening to and learning from our older adults. It is well worth the time and the effort.

“If you young fellows were wise, the
devil couldn't do anything to you, but
since you aren't wise, you need us who
are old."
- Martin Luther
853 N Liberty St.
Waynesboro, GA
30830
706-554-5156

G. Al Wright, Jr………………………….Pastor
Chari Riggs …..………………….…Secretary
Jean Williams Barefield……. Music Director
Dustin Felcman …Minister Youth & Families
Rebeckah Felcman……Children's Director
Amy V. Thomas……… .Praise Team/Pianist
Vera Gaines…………………………Custodian

Sunday
9:15..........Sunday School for all ages
10:30……..Morning Worship
10:30……. Children's Church
5:30……….Awana
6:00……….Evening Worship

Wednesday (office closes at 4:00)
5:45…………Youth Bible Study
6:00…………Prayer Time/Bible Study
6:00…………Children's Programs
6:00…………Handbell Choir Rehearsal
7:00………… Choir Rehearsal

Our Condolences are
extended to Debi and
Gene Cockerham as
they are grieving the
death of Debi’s
mother, Elfi Cox.

FBC Family Prayer List

Cindy Adkins
Steve Crawford
Lynn Garris
Alex Gray
Jackie Harper
Kay and Reese Jones

Stephanie Jones
Liz Knight
Reba Parker
Jane Stewart
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March Service Teams

Attention
Youth Girls!
Join us for a fun-filled afternoon of
fellowship!

March 3
March 10
March 17
March 24
March 31

Prayer Room

Julie & Donnie Gandy & Stephanie Jones
Carol Palmer & Barbara Ann Hammett
Terry Nichols & Bruce Early
Glen Ashe & Lynn Garris
Jane Stewart & Connie Solomon

Captain – James Coble
Co-Captain – J. R. Riggs
Jiles Coble
Tommy Banks

Ushers

Offertory Prayer

Saturday, March 30th
Depart church at 12:45
Kayaking on the Savannah River
Supper and games at the Eberly’s home.
Cost: $20

March 3
March 10
March 17
March 24
March 31

Jason Brown
Jesse Palmer
Kevin Boothe
Mardy Clark
James Coble

Doug Springer
Dougie Springer
Brad DeLaigle
Donald DeLaigle
Greeters:

Karen Sizemore & Linda Jenkins
Welcome Center

Chari and J. R. Riggs
Hadley and Joel Coble

Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to
the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with
humility toward one another, for “God opposes
the proud but gives grace to the humble.”
1 Peter 5:5

Sunday School
Collection
Please remember that all items
Sunday School classes signed
up to send to the Stephens
must be in the church office by
Sunday, March 3rd.
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Help for Home

“Old Beyond Our
Faith”
Have you ever known a young person who acted like an old person? That
was me, and jokingly my mother often referred to me by the name
“George”. Many of the habits and idiosyncrasies I displayed reminded my
mom of an old man, and the name “George” was just the right fit in her
mind as a name for an old man. As a kid, when family gathered, I would
often sit with the old people after lunch drinking coffee and talking about
world events. As a teen I often would rather hang out with my step-dad
while he worked on a tractor or put out hay for the cows rather than revel
in a dumb high school party. I will always feel indebted to God, for this
“old man” disposition. It kept me from a lot of the immature mistakes and
instilled in me many time-tested values that benefited me then and now.
As positive as these influences were on a level of practical wisdom,
however, in reference to the eternal truths of scripture (God’s utter
holiness, my desperately sinful state, the practice of penetrating spiritual
examination, true repentance, and true faith) they fell short of what I really
needed to know and put into practice. None of this was secure in my heart
before the age of 20, and lest you think I was completely pagan, know that
I attended a Southern Baptist church regularly all my life.

2019 Bible Play
School
Registration
Registration packets will be available in the
church office 3-4.
Ages - 6 weeks to 6 year olds
Summer Bible Play School
Registration Fee - $10.00
Tuition - Must be paid in full
Full 7 weeks $175.00
4 weeks $100.00
Classes begin May 28th - end July 18th
Registration Deadline 5-10.
No BPS during FBC VBS, June 24th - 28th

What happened here? How could such essential areas of Christian doctrine
and practice be almost completely vacant in a young man churched from
2018 - 2019 School Term
the time of birth to 20? Admittedly, part of it was my own fault for not
First Day of Class: Tues. Sept. 3,
listening, part of it was that I had zero reinforcement in regard to these
Open House: Thurs. Aug. 29 from 6 -7pm
things from the adult men in my family, but I also think that the church I
Classes are held Tuesday - Thursday from
attended did not see the critical value of generational interaction in
8:30 AM - 12:30 PM
settings designed for intentional and individualized spiritual growth.
Registration Fee - $20.00
Other than Sunday morning worship, all activities in the church were
Tuition: Two days = $100/mo or $900/yr
segregated by age. In times of small group learning, I never came in
Three days = $145/mo or $1,305/yr
contact with people over the age of 25, especially in my teen years. The
Registration Deadline is 5-31
oldest person to individually interact with me on a spiritual level was a 25year-old youth minister. How can we expect the younger generations to
Please contact Tabatha Adkins at
grow into biblically wise and faithful adults, if they rarely ever come in
706.829.4868 if you have any questions about
contact with the seasoned faith and wisdom of our senior adults?
our Bible Play School program.
We tend to think that teens don’t want to associate
with old people. Sometimes this is true, but we are
faulted when we expect this to be the case. Teens are
typically insecure, huddling within their peer
groups, which causes many older people to think
they are aloof and unapproachable. But we might be
shocked to realize the powerful attachments that can
be built when teens are intentionally engaged by
older saints. (It helps too if you offer a free meal
now and then!) Our church needs interaction
between mature saints and foolish teens. I’m not
looking for another church program, but a grassroots
effort through which older adults in our
congregation actively pursue our young people to
pour into them their Biblical wisdom and Christian
experience. Tell your story. Share with them your
faults and how Christ has walked you through them.
Write them a short letter of encouragement. I plead
with all our senior members, take the initiative and
build relationships with our young people for the
sake of their faith and the enduring mission of the
church.
Remember the days of old; consider the
generations long past. Ask your father and he
will tell you, your elders, and they will explain
to you. Deuteronomy 32:7
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I listen regularly to the Knowing Faith podcast (which, by the way, I highly recommend). This past December they did an episode on
Advent. They explained what it is, why we celebrate it, and the history of it in the church. All super helpful. One of the things I remember
most was them talking about how the Christian life is lived more like we are in exile than that we are in the promised land. Meaning, we
are still people waiting and longing for the coming of the Lord because we live in between two advents. As a practical tip they suggested
building things into our lives that cause us to have to wait or delay our gratification. As an example, ordering something from Amazon and
not using the free two-day shipping. Instead opting for the “I’m not in a hurry option” which takes A WEEK to get to you! (What?!?!)
Little did I know that the Lord was working out this very plan in my life for just a few months later. As I write this article, I am 41 weeks
and two days pregnant. (Hopefully I am not still pregnant as you read the article!) I’ve gone past my due date with every single one of my
pregnancies so I kind of expected this to happen. But, let me assure you, it does not get easier to wait just because I have waited before.
It’s really hard! And physically and emotionally draining. And every day and every night I have moments where I literally groan longing for
deliverance. Waiting is very difficult even when I know and believe that sure and certain deliverance is coming.
Here is something else I have learned. There are always other women around me who walked the path the Lord has me on. When I was
first saved, my very first mentor was an older woman in our church named Mrs. Georgia Byrd. I loved her so much and she encouraged me
and pressed me in my walk with the Lord. But one thing that frustrated me at times was when I would share the “woes” of my life with her
she very rarely reacted to them. She’d say something like “oh honey, that seems difficult but it’s not that big of a deal. The Lord will bring
you through this.” At the time, I thought she must not grasp the full reality of what I was saying because I was sharing some life altering stuff
with her! Looking back now I see she was right; those issues were not a big as I perceived them to be. What she had that I lacked was
perspective and wisdom.
I have seen this pattern play out repeatedly in my life. Currently I am in Mrs. Anne Wright’s bible study group that meets on Tuesday
nights. I’m one of the youngest ladies there and I love it because those ladies I get to fellowship with have a perspective on life that I lack
but really need. When I share about the “woes” of my day and how my kids were crazy and my house is a total wreck and every single bit
of progress I made was completely destroyed about 3 second after they woke up from their naps they just smile. And they say how they
remember those days and how sweet they are and that they don’t last so I should cherish them. That’s perspective and wisdom and I want
to cling to that.
This is why Paul told Titus that older women should teach younger women. Older women have a wisdom and perspective that comes from
years of walking with the Lord and observing his faithfulness. I am so thankful for the many faithful women God has placed in this church
and for the way they have loved on and influenced me. If you don’t know and regularly fellowship with these precious saints, join one of
our ladies bible studies because, let me tell you, you are missing out on some wisdom and perspective that you desperately need. Rebekah

“When I am
consumed by my
problems—
stressed out
about my life,
my family, and
my job—
I actually convey
the belief that I
think the
circumstances
are more
important than
God’s command
to always
rejoice.”
– Francis Chan
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Camp
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Meal 5pm

No
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Church

Memory Verse

3
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31
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Monday

Crafts at
Brentwood 10:30

18

11

WOM @ 6 p.m.

4

Tuesday

50s Plus 7pm

26

Deacon’s Meeting
6:30pm

19

Elder’s Meeting
6pm

12

5

Brown Bag

13

20

27
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7

-Rick Wa rren
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Newsletter DEADLINE

22

30

Youth Girls
Kayak Trip

Senior Adult
Banquet 6pm
Cross the Line
Men’s Bible
Study Taylor’s
6pm

23

C o n f e r e n c e

Hephzibah
Baptist
Association
WMU Meeting
Louisville 6pm

14

21

28

1st and 10
6:15 Doug
Dojans’s

L i g o n i e r

Ash Wednesday
Service 6pm
No other evening
activities

6

Wednesday

“ When you give someone your time, you are giving them a portion of your life that you’ll never get
back. Your time is your life. That is why the greatest gift you can give someone is your time.. ”

Bruce Early
Sammy Lever
Morgan Clark
Cindy Brogan
Emmie Bowen
Jan Griffin
Daniel Coble
Lena Marie Powell
Jenny Johnson
Sarah Powell
Mark Johnson, Jr.
Caleb Jones
Benjamin Ford
Bradley Sowell
Gracie Prescott
Sarah Ashe
Daniel Felcman
Steve Mathews, Jr.
Johnny Braswell
Kevin Boothe
Patsy Black
Chloe Thomas
Gavin Stephens
Charlie Fales
Abigail Whiting
Robert Prescott
Sandra Quick
Aubrey Quick
John Veldboom, Jr.
Cora Elizabeth Temple
Jarett Hardeman
Zach Martin
Ken McClellan
Charys Prox
Byron Brown, Sr.
Noah Saxon
Tripp Partridge
Tommy Banks
Sarah Grace Eckerman
Megan Vandenbulcke

