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Fall Bible Studies Are Beginning!
We have a great selection of Bible studies beginning this month and there is sure to be one to suit your
current schedule and interest. One is a Tuesday evening study at the home of Anne Wright. The others
will meet at the church on Wednesday evening during our regular prayer meeting time. The sign up
sheets are located in the Fellowship Hall and the Welcome Center. Please sign up as soon as possible so
materials can be ordered and be ready for you. If you have any questions, please call the churh oﬃce or
contact the facilitators listed for each study.

Jesus Is King

Steadfast Love

Facilitated by Connie Solomon and
Carol Palmer. Begins Wednesday,
September 5 at 6:00 p.m. at FBC.
This powerful 9-session study from
author Tim Keller focuses on the
meaning and significance of Jesus' life,
based on the gospel of Mark. Is he the
promised Messiah? Keller highlights
the cosmic, historical, and personal
the cosmic, historical, and personal dimensions of the story,
encouraging everybody to re-examine their relationship
with God. This study guide is designed to be used in
conjunction with the reading of the book.

Anne Wright will be facilitating
the Bible study Steadfast Love by
Lauren Chandler, at her home
beginning Tuesday, September 4
at 5:30 p.m. The study has seven
video sessions and is a study of
Psalm 107. Lauren Chandler will
challenge participants to face
each season of their lives with
courage and trust in Jesus. For
more information, contact Anne
Wright.

The Gospel Revolution
Facilitated by Steve Southard
and Doug Dojan beginning
Wednesday evenings September
5th @ 5:45 p.m. for 8 sessions.
Gospel Revolution Bible Study
by J. D. Greear, Recovering the
Power of Christianity is a
discipleship experience that
leads group members to
understand how to let the gospel
work in their hearts the way religion never has or could.
On this journey to greater understanding of the gospel,
you will run through the religious activities typically
associated with a disciple’s life: giving, adopting,
missionality, preaching, and witnessing. You will find
that passion, self-control, kindness, patience, and
generosity are natural results, as well as marriages can
even change, by not concentrating on ourselves, but
being captivated by the love of Christ.

“The mind is to the soul what the brain
is to the body.” Ravi Zacharius
~

Everyday Questions
Life’s biggest questions are being asked
all around you. Are you hearing the
questions? Are you ready for the
conversation?
This nine-week small group curriculum
designed to equip Christians in
evangelism. The video sessions are all
less than thirty minutes and the
accompanying discussion guides will
lead the group in conversations about how to respond to
people around you who are looking for answers.
Facilitated by David and Lorretta Stembridge. Begins
Wednesday, September 5 at 5:50. Contact
dl@stembridge.us for more information.

f b c w a y n e s b o r o . o r g

Reaching Up in Worship.

Reaching Out in Witness.

Reaching Across in Love.

September 2018

FIRST FAMILY EDITION

page 2

I

experienced my first major loss and life-change when my Daddy died when I was fifteen. My world until that moment had been relatively
stable from all that I could see. I did not enjoy a healthy relationship with my mother due to the abusive situation that I was in, but I was
learning to live in that world. I would learn though within a very short time after my Dad’s death that the world I had known up to then
was not just changing, that world was shattered. Home and family were very drastically diﬀerent from
that day forward, and it got much worse for me just a year later when I gave my life to Jesus as Lord.
o back! Back to that Upper
Home was a very hard place to be as family was virtually non-existent. The only family I knew was my
Room, back to your knees,
church family whom I loved with all my heart and with whom I spent the vast majority of my time. I felt
back to the searching of heart and habit,
safe and secure in that environment. That is all I had until I met Anne.
thought and life; back to pleading,
praying, waiting, till the Spirit of the
Meeting Anne brought me into contact with a wonderful family. They lived further out in the country
Lord floods the soul with light, and you
than I had ever been before. Yes, it is true that I made Anne on the first night I took her home from a date
are endued with power from on high.
walk me to my car in her driveway because I had never seen a night as dark as that night was. I was scared
Then go forth in the power of Pentecost,
of the dark. Her family seemed to me very strange at first. They gathered at a table for meals. They
and the Christ-life shall be lived, and the
prayed. Her Mom and her Dad loved each other and loved the three girls. They actually talked to one
works of Christ shall be done. You shall
another and cared for each other very deeply. I had found something in that family and at that home that I
open blind eyes, cleanse foul hearts,
had never seen before. I was cautious at first, no; I was skeptical. I thought it was a show that was put on
break men’s fetters, and save men’s
for public viewing while I was in the house. But as casual dating turned to courtship and courtship to
souls. In the power of the Indwelling
engagement and engagement to marriage, I saw more and more how real what they enjoyed together was.
Spirit, miracles become the
It was a real family. Problems? Yes. Arguments, are you kidding? Four women in a home with one man,
commonplace of daily living.
what do you think? But it was good. It was, well; it was sweet.
~ Samuel Chadwick

G

Life rocked on with our family until this year. This year has been very diﬃcult. This year has brought a diﬀerence to our family that will
make a diﬀerence for the rest of our lives together as a family. It was first our brother-in-law who like me was no brother-in-law or son-inlaw. We were all family together. One. Diagnosed with a rare form of cancer, he and his family would fight a brave battle and he would die.
His death shook me then and still does now. Life changed in our family. And then what we all knew was coming actually came to our family
on August 9 when our Papa died. Life has changed for us in our family. It is diﬀerent. We cannot change that.
What has not changed in all of the change is the goodness of God and the character of the church. Anne and I have been so overwhelmed
by the love shown us in the death of our Papa. I have found it more than interesting to me that the place to which God brought me after the
death of my Dad was the church and the place and people that have provided all that is needed for the life-changing diﬀerences in my life
since then has been the church. Oh, who does not know that the church is flawed and has had many failures. But the church when she is the
church is a beautiful expression of the grace and love of Jesus. Jesus loves the Church. It is His church. I love the church too. I don’t want to
think about where I would be without her.

First and Ten 2019

First and Ten is a men’s study group focused on growing as disciples who are devoted to Jesus as Lord. We
meet once a month at someone’s home or at the church. We read books. We share a meal together. We pray. We study the Bible. We have
fun. Applications are now being received for the 2019 year. We will begin by looking at how God works in our lives to make us more like Jesus.
We will then look at and compare the teaching of Genesis about how the world began with the theory of evolution. We will take time next year
to look at what the Bible teaches about marriage and about human sexuality. 2019 is a year in which we will examine a variety of topics while
being anchored in a good solid all year study of a book of the Bible. Come join us. We would love to have you.

First Steps

Thank you so much for the
What is First Steps? It is a four-week class
prayers, cards, memorials, kind
meeting on Sunday Mornings during the
words, and for those who came
Sunday School Hour (9:15-10:15) where you can
for my father’s visitation and
learn more about who we are here at FBC Waynesboro.
funeral. Our family is deeply
Listen to our history. Learn about what we believe... Look
at how we operate as a local church and at the ways that
grateful for all the many ways
you can be involved in the church. Interested? Call the
you showed your love for us. We
church office and sign up for the next class which begins
Sunday, September 9 and meets September 16, 23, and 30. love you.
Al, Anne, and family
You can also email Chari at chari@fbcwaynesboro.org.
853 N Liberty St.
Wa y n e s b o r o , G A
30830
706-554-5156

G. Al Wright, Jr………………………….Pastor
Mark Phillips ..……………..Associate Pastor
Chari Riggs …..………………….…Secretary
Jean Williams Barefield……. Music Director
………………Children's Director
Dustin Felcman …Minister Youth & Families
Amy V. Thomas……… .Praise Team/Pianist
Vera Gaines…………………………Custodian

Sunday
9:15..........Sunday School for all ages
10:30……..Morning Worship
10:30……. Children's Church
5:30……….Awana
6:00……….Evening Worship

Wednesday (office closes at 4:00)
5:45…………Youth Bible Study
6:00…………Prayer Time/Bible Study
6:00…………Children's Programs
6:00…………Handbell Choir Rehearsal
7:00………… Choir Rehearsal

Our Great
Condolences to
* The Wright Family who
mourn the death of Anne’s
father.
* Justin Almanza and Family
who mourn the death of his
cousin.

FBC Family Prayer List

Cindy Adkins
Tom Bugg
Steve Crawford
Elfie Cox
Haley & Jarod Dumpe
Alex Gray
Andi Gray
Karen Hunt

Kay and Reese Jones
Stephane Jones
Liz Knight
Reba Parker
Joy & Rusty Rowell
Gloria Saxon
Michelle Steinbis
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OnTHE

Mark

Some of us love the darkness of a sky-filled night
where there is no artificial light to be seen and we
can gaze into the heavens and behold God’s
invisible attributes. Others are afraid of the dark
but most of us find our deepest struggles are only

magnified in the darkness and terror
of the night. Where do you turn
when you are anxious and afraid?
What do you read or watch or do
when your thoughts are captivated
and taken to dark places? One of my
old Seminary professors John
Feinberg writes, “Our lives are
blessed with many “light places” but
there are “dark places” as well, but
what has always remained the same,
regardless of circumstance, is the
light that scripture casts upon my
way. Scripture is a ray of light in a
dark place”
There was a time in my life when I
did not always turn to scripture in
moments of my deepest despair

T

he Universal Presence is a
fact. God is here. The whole
universe is alive with His
life. And He is no strange or

foreign God, but the familiar
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ
whose love has for these
thousands of years enfolded the
sinful race of men. And always
He is trying to get our attention,
to reveal Himself to us, to
communicate with us. We have
within us the ability to know
Him if we will but respond to His
overtures
~ A. W. Tozer

because I thought I could ‘fix’ things on my own. How stupid, when
scripture is filled with ‘light’ as my seminary professor wrote about. The
writer of Psalm 119 says in vs. 105, ‘Your word is a lamp to my feet and a
light to my path.’ He also writes in vs. 43 my only hope is in your word.
And yet, how often do we put our hope in the wrong things when God has
given us his word and has given us his spirit who will guide us into all
truth. Not only does God’s word guide us in all truth, bringing light to the
darkest places, teaching, rebuking, correcting and training us in
righteousness (2Tim. 3:16), but when we read and understand God’s word
it deepens our understanding of its author, the eternal God of the universe.
And as our understanding of who God is deepens we love him more and
want to obey him, honor him and serve him.
You see, it’s not just enough to simply read God’s word. We must be
changed by reading and meditating on God’s word otherwise we might as
well read a good novel. One of the greatest burdens I have for myself and
other believers is for all of us to prayerfully read scripture that results in a
deeper love for Jesus which leads to a passion to see lost people be made
right with God and discipled and for them to do the same with other lost
people all over again. It’s what David Platt calls ‘multiplication’ and what
Jesus called in Matthew 28 ‘making disciples’. But it starts with allowing
scripture to be that ray of light even in our darkest moments and making
scripture the anchor of our soul, always asking God to transform us. May
we never be guilty of rejecting the word of the Lord as the people of Israel
so often did nor may we be guilty of simply filling our heads with
knowledge without doing anything with it. D.L. Moody once said, “The
Bible was not given to increase our knowledge, but to change our
lives.” Paul described the believers in Thessalonica this way; “. . . when you
received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as
a human word, but as it actually is, the word of God, which is indeed at
work in you who believe” (1 Thessalonians 2:13). The Word of God was at
work in the lives of those early believers transforming the way they lived.
As the praise song Ancient Words says, “ancient words of life, words of
hope, give us strength, help us cope, changing me and changing you”.
Believer, read Gods word, but most importantly pray that by reading it you
will be changed by it.
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September Service Teams
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.

2
9
16
23
30

Prayer Room
Carol Palmer and Barbara Ann Hammett
Jane Stewart and Connie Solomon
Julie and Donnie Gandy, Stephanie Jones
Terry Nichols and Bruce Early
Glen Ashe and Lynn Garris

James Coble – Captain
J. R. Riggs – Co-Captain
Tommy Banks
Doug Springer
Offertory Prayer
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.

2
9
16
23
30

John Osborn
Kelly Rodgers
Brian Stephens
Brian Saxon
Paul Williams

Ushers
Dougie Springer
Brad DeLaigle
Donald DeLaigle
Greeters:
Martha Cooper & Judy Shivers
Welcome Center
Kelly Rodgers
Kim and Kevin Boothe

Church Finances at a Glance
Budget Required
Actual Tithes
Budget Expenses
Actual Expenses
Mission Balance (to date )
Build the Future Loan Balance

$ 57,646.00
$ 58,908.00
$ 70,340.00
$ 67,905.00
$ 34,905.00
$ -520,728.00

No one should have to
stand alone…

Drug and alcohol addictions are far
reaching, showing no discrimination, and
crossing all lines and boundaries. Families
and friends alike are affected when a loved one falls
prey to addiction. Many times they stand in the
damage and wake of that addiction wondering what
they could have done differently to stop their loved
one from falling into this path. Often they choose to
suffer in silence with nowhere to go and no one to talk
to, ashamed, scared and thinking they are all alone in
this terrible tragedy.
Wimberly House Ministries, Inc. wishes to make you aware
of a newly formed group that may offer you support if
someone you know, like, love or live with is addicted to
drugs.
What: No One Stands Alone
When: Thursdays at 6:00 pm
Where: Wimberly House Ministries, Inc.
521 S Liberty Street
Waynesboro, GA. 30830
Enter at back screened porch
For more information, contact Nancy Minyard at
706/551-0526
There is an old saying, “There is strength in numbers.” It’s never so true
as when drug addiction comes knocking at your door.
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“Press On to
Know the Lord”

As a minister of the gospel, I often hear from people who are
burdened because they feel like they just don’t get much out of
their own study of the Bible. They often feel discouraged
because their time spent in the Bible feels more like time spent
reading the weather report in the newspaper, it may be
interesting, but by no means profound. People say this to a
pastor thinking that every time the pastor opens his Bible,
golden nuggets come rolling out of the pages as his eyes glance
over every sentence.
I tell you, this is not the case. Understand that when a
faithful pastor gets up to preach, he has spent, on average,
anywhere from 8-20 hours researching, meditating, and praying
over that passage. What you are witnessing on Sunday morning
is not just the end result of a 20-minute devotional he did
earlier that morning.
But there is a sense in which it is true that most pastors (or
any regular bible teachers) do experience a more profound joy
in and deeper understanding of a particular passage of scripture
as they do their own personal Bible study. This has very little to
do with some great mystical genius God has given to this
particular person. The fact simply is that this person typically
has spent more time in the scriptures as a whole, and not just
reading either, they meditate on it, memorize it, and pray over
it.
Understanding the Bible is, at heart, a product of two things,
a humble, prayerful heart that seeks the ways of God as they
read, and a lot of good old-fashioned elbow grease. Like
anything worth doing in life, the immediate fruit of reading the
Bible often comes after years of careful study of the Bible.
I really appreciate talented musicians. It is a marvel to behold
someone who has mastered their particular instrument, to see
that instrument become an extension of that person’s own
body and mind. Master musicians didn’t become masters by one
day by sitting in front of a piano and, in an ecstatic flare,
perfectly plunk out a Beethoven concerto. Understanding the
Bible and enjoying it happens much in the same way. Consistent,
disciplined time in the Bible produces more understanding and
enjoyment of the Bible, both as a whole and in its individual
parts.
Most of us will be starting over in Sunday school with the
Gospel Project this month. One of the benefits of this study is
that it provides a bird’s eye perspective on the entire
redemptive storyline of the Bible so that the one who walks
through it can see how it all fits together and who it is all about.
A good grasp of the grand narrative of Scripture helps us to
rightly interpret its individual parts, and that makes study of the
individual parts more understandable and enjoyable. Take
advantage of these lessons and any other solid Bible studies we
are doing here at FBC and as Hosea says, “let us press on to
know the Lord.” (Hosea 6:3).
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September Nursery Schedule

Sept. 2 – April Eckerman, Corrine Eberly,
Monica Tinley, Skip & Sandy Stewart, Cristin
Stephens, Lindsey & Joel Whinghter
Sept. 9 – Joel & Hadley Coble, Mallory & Jamie
Smith, Barbara Ann Hammett, Patty Southard,

Sandy Baulos
Sept. 16 – Amber & Brian Saxon, Mike & Joyce Welch, Lisa Brown,
Candi & John Partridge
Sept. 23 – Schylea & Paul Williams, Lori Springer, Pattie & Don
Delaigle
Sept. 30 – Janine & Johnny Christian, Gregory & Denice Coursey,
Becky Phillips, Cathy Fowler

Upward Basketball & Cheerleading season is almost
here! Registration brochures will be available in the
church office mid-September. Please pray for this
ministry as we begin the search for coaches, assistants,
referees, and other volunteers who are excited to
share the Gospel with these families during practices
and games. Also, please begin praying about where you
can plug in to this ministry. Contact Dan Wiggins or
Kim Boothe to see where you can serve!
Register online:
registration.upward.org/UPW64863
Use code FBCFAMILY for online registration

Attention FBC families!
This coupon is good for the FBC
familes to register!

$10 off per child!
Bible Play School News
This new year at Bible Play School
brings 68 preschoolers to our Mother's
Day Out ministry here at First Baptist!
We are excited to see what God has
planned for the coming year as we
plant gospel seeds in so many young
hearts. Please pray for our BPS staff
as we continue to serve preschoolers
and their families from our community.
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There are MORE backpacks
available in the church office!

It’s time to get
ready for the
10th annual
Lottie's Eats, Sweets &
Treats Shoppe

Goodies & Gifts
for the Gospel!
Calling all Bakers and
Makers! It’s time to get
busy ahead of our Lottie’s
Sweet Shop benefitting our
Lottie Moon International
Missions offering. Contact
Corrine Eberly or Anne
Wright (706)551-1095 for
more information about
how you can participate!

WMU is hosting Missions
Family Night on September
30th during our evening
service. We will introduce
you to the work of Baptist
Global Response and invite
you to join us as we seek to
partner with them in
meeting the needs of people
all around the world— with
proven solutions based in
the gospel.

1
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10
13
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25
26
27
28

C h ea p g ra c e is g ra c e w ith o ut d is c i p l es h i p , g ra c e w ith o ut th e c ross , g ra c e w ith o ut J esus C h r ist, l iv i n g a n d i n ca r n ate .

Sunday

3

Monday

L a b o r D ay
Office Closed

10
WO M @ 6 p. m .

17
Crafts at
Brentwood

24

4

Tuesday

First Day Bible
Play School
A n n e Wr i g h t H o m e
Study Begins

11

E l d e r ʼs m e e t i n g

18

D e a c o n ʼs m e e t i n g

25
50ʼs Plus @
7^00 p.m.

Wednesday

5

12

19

26

Brown Bag

Wednesday
Night Bible
Studies Begin

Thursday

~

D iet r ic h B o n h o effe r

Saturday

September

Friday

7

8

1

6

Sewing for
Lydia @ Nina
Campbellʼs
home

29

22

Beth Moore
Simulcast

15

28

Newsletter DEADLINE

21

14

1st and Ten

27

20

13

Colossians 16b-17

“…all things were created through him and for him. And he is before all things,
and in him all things hold together.”

First Steps
Class
9^15-10-15

WMU
Mission Fair

30

23

16

9

2

C ost ly g ra c e is th e t rea su re h i d d e n i n th e fie l d ; fo r th e s a ke of it a m a n w i l l g la d ly g o a n d se l l a l l th at h e h a s . I t is th e
p ea r l of g reat p r ic e to b u y w h ic h th e m e rc h a nt w i l l se l l a l l h e h is g o o ds . I t is th e k i n g ly r u l e of C h r ist.

Kelly Rodgers
Johnny Brookins
Katherine DeLaigle
Kay Jones
Makenzy Veldboom
Samantha Mooneyham
Josie Coursey
Dr. Walter Voyles
Walt Seeger
Nell Headley
Dennis Taylor
Becky Phillips
Robert Sizemore
Rebekah Felcman
Gloria Saxon
Susanna Murray
Martha Cooper
Donnie Gandy
Rhett Lever
Mardy Clark
Maggie Brogan
Darrell Tucker
Katie Reeves
Rob Saxon
Cody Ashe
Maddie Stephens
Dr. Al Wright
Joel Mooneyham
Joy Rowell
Marie Murray
Gene Cockerham
Joel Coble
Margie McCollum
Sid Boothe

